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A code of silence cracks 
as Capitol’s sex secrets spill 


m Exploiting rumors of sex between consenting adults and 
accusations about victimizing women has the potential to turn the 
legislative session into an emotional powder keg. 


BY MARY ELLEN KLAS, 
STEVE BOUSQUET 
AND PATRICIA MAZZEI 


Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE 

For decades, sex has been a 
tool and a toy for the politically 
powerful in the male-dominated 
world of politics in Florida’s 
capital. Now it’s a weapon. 

Allegations of sexual assault, 
sexual harassment and infidelity 


among the state’s legislators flew 
like shrapnel from a bomb blast 
in recent weeks, destroying much 
of the trust left in the Repub- 
lican-controlled Legislature and 
replacing it with suspicion and 
finger pointing. 

The latest target, Senate Ap- 
propriations Chair Jack Latvala, 
was accused by six unnamed 
women Friday of inappropriate 
touching and verbal harassment. 
Shortly after Politico Florida first 
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Clemens Latvala 
reported the allegations, Senate 
President Joe Negron called 
them “atrocious and horren- 
dous” and ordered an investiga- 
tion. Latvala, a Clearwater Re- 
publican and candidate for gov- 
ernor, denied the allegations, 


said he welcomed the probe, and 
vowed a fight to “clear my 
name.” 

The claims followed the abrupt 
resignation of one of Latvala’s 
allies, incoming Senate Demo- 
cratic Leader Jeff Clemens of 
Atlantis on Oct. 26 — after he 
admitted to an affair with a lob- 
byist — and the revelation that a 
state senator had discovered a 
surveillance camera placed by a 
private investigator in a condo- 
minium where several legislators 
stay during the annual session. 
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Thomson helped make the 
Adrienne Arsht Center for the 
Performing Arts a reality. 


The man 
behind 
the Arsht 
Center 
dies at 85 


BY HOWARD COHEN 
hcohen@miamiherald.com 


Parker Thomson, the Harvard- 
trained attorney renowned for 
fighting, and winning, First 
Amendment cases, and as the 
founding chair of the Performing 
Arts Center Trust that led to the 
creation of the Adrienne Arsht 
Center for the Performing Arts, 
died Friday. 

Thomson, a former partner at 
Hogan Lovells, was 85. 

Thomson, who lived in Coral 
Gables, led the Miami-Dade Per- 
forming Arts Center Trust’s 32- 
member volunteer board and 
secured the public funding that 
supported the construction and 
the ongoing operations of the 
Arsht. 

The Arsht, under Thomson’s 
watch, opened in 2006 and has 
grown into one of the country’s 
leading community-driven per- 
forming arts centers. In addition 
to touring Broadway shows, con- 
certs, and Miami City Ballet and 
Florida Grand Opera perform- 
ances, the Arsht presents original 
programming. It also features 
outreach programs like Jazz Roots 
and AileyCamp, which offer free 
education programs for Miami- 
Dade public schoolchildren. 

“Without Parker Thomson and 
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Why is parkina in 
Miami so expensive 
and such a hassle? 


m Like traffic and housing costs, parking is a hot-button topic in 
Miami. But opinions vary about the high price of parking — and 
whether there should be more or less of it. 


BY RENE RODRIGUEZ 
rrodriguez@miamiherald.com 


Next time you’re stuck in rush 
hour, the traffic inching forward 
in agonizingly slow stops and 
starts, take a look around you 
and ponder this: With so many 
cars already clogging the streets 
and highways in Miami-Dade 
County, how does everyone find 
a place to park? 

Sometimes — whether it’s a 
Friday night on South Beach or 
a weekend afternoon at Dolphin 
Mall — it feels like we can’t. 

“There is definitely a scarcity 
of parking in Miami-Dade 
County,” said Winnie Smith, 
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The truth 
about Miami Parking, in Business 
Monday. 


who lives in Kendall. “From the 
malls to the airport, it is a 
dreaded part of going out. Park- 
ing in Miami is a challenge in 


the best of times.” 

It might be a hassle. But park- 
ing is also a mammoth business 
that generates $29 billion in 
revenue in the U.S. And as 
South Florida’s population 
swells and its urban landscape 
gets denser, parking is playing 
an increasingly important role 
in the region’s fabric. 

Even as residents complain 
parking is often scarce and too 
expensive, some real estate 
developers are minimizing the 
amount of parking space they 
provide or doing away with it 
altogether. City planners are 
thinking of ways to maximize 
the parking facilities they al- 
ready have without adding too 
many new ones because more 
parking encourages more cars. 
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SAVE UP TO 


$503 
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Amount varies by area 


STARTING TODAY 


DAYLIGHT SAVING 
TIME ENDS 


It is the time of the year 
when we pick up an extra 
hour of sleep. Before 
going to bed Saturday you 
should have rolled back 
your clock an hour. But if 
you didn’t, don’t worry. 
You have an extra hour. 


IN DEPTH 


BLACKOUT 
ORDERED 


Weeks after the Army 
extended the service of 
the Pentagon’s chief war 
court prosecutor, Army 
Brig. Gen. Mark Martins is 
abandoning the practice of 
holding news conferences 
and briefing reporters. 1B 


TROPICAL SUNDAY 


HOTTEST POP ART 
IS IN WYNWOOD 


17 works by seven Pop Art 
icons are on display 
through Dec. 10 at the 
Margulies Collection, 
where you'll find works by 
James Rosenquist, Andy 
Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein 
and many more. 1M 
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